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LITTLE  TOMMY'S  SLED  RIDE. 


"Boo!   Hoo!" 

And  then  what  really  I  must  call  a 
howl. 

There's  no  doubt  about  it,  there  was 
trouble  in  the  nursery.  It  was  the  voice 
of  Mr.  Thomas  Gray,  aged  five  years  and 
six  months,  although  it  sounded  ever  so 
much  older. 

Then  Mr.  Thomas  Gray  climbed  into 
his  mamma's  lap,  put  both  arms  around 
her  neck,  and  said: 

"Please,  mamma!"  and  it  was  a  very 
long  and  touching  "please"  too. 
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"Not  to-day.  Tommy;  see  how  it  is 
snowing ! " 

Then  Mr.  Thomas  Gray,  aged  five 
years  and  six  months,  did  something— 
I  could  n't  exactly  make  out  what,  be- 
cause he  was  so  quick  about  it;  but  I 
think  he  tumbled  two  full  "  summer- 
saults," and  then  rolled  over  four  times 
on  the  floor;  and  when  the  table  leg 
stopped  him,  he  began  to  kick  the  poor 
table  leg  and  cry  so  hard  mamma  had  to 
leave  the  room. 

Think  of  it!  A  young  gentleman, 
five  years  and  six  months  old,  actually 
rolling  on  the  floor  and  kicking  a  poor 
table  leg  until  the  paint  came  off!  O, 
it  was  horrible,  and  I'm  glad  as  I  can 
be  that  I  have  only  heard  of  one  other 
young  gentleman,  of  that  age,  who  ever 
did  such  a  thing  in  his  life.  Did  you 
know  him?  I  hope  not. 
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By  and  by,  Mr.  Thomas  Gray  stopped 
kicking  the  table  leg.  Then  he  looked 
up. 

Mamma  gone! 

"I  do  n't  care ! "  said  Mr.  Thomas 
Gray.  "What 's  the  use  of  Santa  Glaus 
and  sleds  anyway,  if  you  can't  use 
'em?" 

The  sled  really  was  a  perfect  beauty. 
On  the  seat  there  was  a  picture  of  two 
little  dogs  coasting  down  hill  on  shin- 
gles, and  there  was  a  rope  and  every 
thing. 

Mr.  Thomas  Gray  went  and  sat  down 
on  the  dogs,  and  thought  for  a  long,  long 
time. 

Suddenly  he  saw  his  mamma's  cutting 
board  under  the  sofa.  What  do  you 
think  he  did?  He  went  and  put  the  end 
of  the  board  against  the  edge  of  the  sofa, 
leaving  the  other  end  on  the  floor.  Then 
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Mr.  Thomas  Gray,  aged  five  years  and 
six  months,  mounted  the  sofa,  drew  his 
sled  up  after  him,  and  tried  to  slide 
down  the  cutting-board.  But  the  sled 
stuck.  It  would  n't  go  at  all,  although 
there  was  a  first-rate  hill. 

Mr.  Thomas  Gray  was  a  philosopher. 
"It  isn't  slippery  enough,"  said  he,  and, 
leaving  the  sled  on  top  of  the  sofa,  he 
went  down  the  back  stairs,  and  into  the 
pantry,  without  Bridget's  seeing  him. 
There  was  a  butter-plate  nearly  full,  and, 
seizing  it,  Thomas  made  his  escape. 

There  was  never  the  slightest  hesita- 
tion about  Mr.  Thomas  Gray  when  his 
mind  was  once  made  up;  so,  when  he 
took  the  sled  in  his  lap  and  began  to 
butter  the  runners,  it  was  only  doing 
just  what  he  got  the  butter  for.  Once 
the  butter-plate  upset  on  the  carpet,  but 
that  was  a  very  small  thing  to  Mr. 
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Thomas  Gray;  and  by  and  by  the  sled 
was  again  balanced  on  top  of  the  cutting- 
board,  and  Thomas  again  sat  down  on 
the  dogs,  and  let  go  with  his  heels. 

"Did  it   go?" 

Go?  It  was  the  fastest  coasting  you 
ever  saw  in  your  life  for  about  two  feet, 
and  then — well,  then  the  sled  stopped. 
But  Mr.  Thomas  Gray  didn't;  and  he 
wasn't  buttered  so  very  much  either. 

He  went  right  along,  all  by  himself, 
leaving  the  dogs  standing  on  their  heads 
at  the  bottom  of  the  hill. 

Just  then  the  door  opened  and  mam- 
ma came  in. 

Mamma  never  fainted  in  her  life,  but 
she  came  pretty  near  it  then ;  for  there 
was  Mr.  Thomas  Gray  all  doubled  up 
against  the  fender;  and  there  was  the 
butter-plate  upside  down  on  the  new 
carpet;  and,  as  for  the  sofa,  why  you 
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could  have  fried  the  sofa,  I  am  sure, 
in  the  butter  there  was  in  the  button- 
holes. 

That  night  Mr.  Thomas  Gray's  bed- 
room was  very  strong  with  arnica,  and 
his  face  was  done  up  in  two  pocket-hand- 
kerchiefs; but  he  told  his  mamma,  soon 
after  he  came  up  out  of  his  little  bath- 
tub, that  he  would  n't  do  so  any  more,  if 
he  lived  to  be  seventy  years  old — and  I 
really  do  believe  that  mamma  kissed 
him! 
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